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REPORT  ON  THE  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  RAILWAYS  ON  THE  WATER 
FRONT  OF  THE  CITY  OF  TORONTO,  AND  ON  THE  LOCATION  OF 
THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  FREIGHT  YARDS. 


Toronto,  September  17th,  1889. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  a  Comm  ittee  of  the  Conncil  of  the  Citt/  of  Toronto  : 

Gentlemen, — On  the  1  Ith  July.  18s9,  your  honorable  Committee  appointed 
"re  the  Esplanade  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,"  passed  the  following 
Resolution  : 

Ordered, — That  the  City  Engineer,  Assistant  City  Engineer  and  City  Sur- 
veyor be  instructed  to  examine  (1)  the  locality  in  question  ;  (2)  the  plans 
of  station  grounds  on  the  Esplanade,  filed  by  the  C.  P.  Ky.  Co.  with  the 
Minister  of  Railways  on  the  loth  October  last,  and  (3)  the  other  station 
grounds  already  acquired  both  at  North  Toronto  and  West  Toronto  Junc- 
tion, and  to  prepare  plans  and  report,  as  to  whether  no  other  land  suitable 
lor  the  purpose  cannot  be  acquired  ;  (4)  whether  the  land  already  acquired 
and  sought  to  be  acquired  is  not  in  excess  of*  the  accommodation  necessary 
for  the  traffic  or  legitimate  requirements  of  the  Company,  and  to  report 
on  the  probable  cost  of  elevating  the  tracks  on  the  water  front; 
(5)  that  Col.  Gzowski  and  Mr.  Walter  Shanly  be  consulted  and  requested 
to  advise  on  the  subject. 

PROBLEM  STATED. 

In  accordance  with  this  Resolution,  we  now  submit  the  following  Report: 

The  problem  with  which  we  have  here  to  deal  is  one  of  very  great  complica- 
tion, and  one  whose  solution  is  not  easy,  in  order  that  all  the  interests 
involved  may  be  properly  conserved.  No  one  will  for  a  moment  deny  that 
it  is  essential  for  the  social  and  commercial  well-being  of  the  City  that  rail- 
ways should  have  ample  facilities  at  the  Lake  front  for  conducting  their 
passenger  and  freight  business.  No  one  will  deny  that  if  is  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  Toronto  that  roomy  and  convenient  wharfage  should  be  afforded 
to  vessels  plying  on  the  Lake.  The  harbor  in  past  times  laid  the  founda- 
tion to  the  City,  and  in  the  future  the  harbor,  properly  developed,  will  be 
an  importont  factor  in  the  City's  g;owth.  Again,  no  one  who  has  the 
slightest  acquaintance  with  the  social  conditions  of  this  place  will  deny 
that  the  Bay  and  Inland  are  becoming  yearly  of  more  importance  and  value 
to  Toronto  as  resorts  for  pleasure  and  recreation  to  her  citizens.  The 
numbers  carried  to  and  from  the  Island  by  ferries  are  annually  very  large, 
and  are  annually  increasing.  The  value  of  the  Bay  for  yachting  and  boating 
is  apparent  to  all  who  have  seen  Toronto  on  a  fine  summer's  afternoon. 
Now,  the  possibility  of  enjoying  these  rights  and  privileges  on  the  water 
is  largely  dependent  upon  the  means  of  access  to  the  water  ;  if  this  be  safe 
and  convenient,  more  will  be  able  to  enjoy  them  than  if  it  be  dangerous 
and  cramped.  And  in  order  to  maintain  and  preserve  these  water  rights 
and  enjoyments,  it  is  necessary  that  the  citizens  of  Toronto  should  carefully 
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watch  and  control  the  disposal  of  the  water  front.  To  allow  railways  to 
come  in  and,  without  let  or  hindrance,  to  purchase  or  acquire  the  water 
front,  whether  for  railway  purposes  or  for  any  other  purposes,  with  the 
same  ease  that  land  may  be  acquired  back  in  the  country,  would  be,  for 
Toronto,  a  suicidal  policy.  The  water  front,  from  the  Queen's  Wharf  east- 
wards, is  barely  two  miles  in  extent;  of  this,  at  present,  nearly  one  half  is 
occupied  and  controlled  by  the  railways  to  the  exclusion  of  the  general 
public  and  vessel  business,  and  to  permit  further  purchases  and  occupation 
of  tne  water  front  by  railways  would  have  the  result  of  cutting  off1  the  City 
altogether  from  the  Bay.  Let  any  one  go  to  the  western  part  of  the  City, 
and,  seeing  the  condition  of  the  water  front  between  Simcoe  Street  and  the 
Queen's  Wharf,  covered  as  it  is  by  the  tracks  and  sidings  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  ask  if  it  is  desirable  that  such  a  condition  of  things  should 
be  extended  further  east  to  Yonge  Street  by  the  construction  of  yards  for 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  but  one  answer  could  be  given.  Such 
an  extension,  the  prelude,  doubtless,  to  further  extensions  in  the  future, 
would  be  most  disastrous  to  the  City,  and  would  utterly  destroy  the  water  front 
for  any  other  purposes  but  those  of  a  railway  freight  yard.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  our  water  front  is  limited  ;  it  cannot  be  indefinitely  extended; 
and  if  it  is  given  over  to  the  railways  to  be  occupied  and  controlled  by 
them,  it  cannot  also  be  used  by  Lake  craft,  nor  enjoyed  by  the  citizens 
generally.  It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  railways  to  encourage  or  develop 
business  by  water  that  would  act  as  a  competitor  to  their  business  ;  and 
therefore,  if  the  water  front  of  the  City  is  controlled  by  the  railways,  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected  that  the  effect  of  this  will  be  to  repress  and 
ultimately  destroy  the  transport  of  freight  by  water. 

RUNNING  TRACKS  A  SOURCE  OF  DANGER. 

Nor  is  the  construction  of  treight  yards  the  only  objectionable  feature  in 
regard  to  the  occupancy  of  the  water  front  by  railways.  The  tracks  enter- 
ing the  City  form  a  belt  cutting  off  the  access  to  the  water,  and  are  a  con- 
stant source  of  danger  to  those  having  to  cross  them.  At  present  to  the 
east  of  Simcoe  Street  there  are  six  lines  of  railway  occupying  the  Esplanade, 
and  contiguous  to  the  Esplanade,  running  along  the  front  of  the  City 
between  it  and  the  water.  Two  of  these  tracks  are  used  for  freight  busi- 
ness, two  for  the  running  tracks  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  and  two  for  the 
running  tracks  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  Though  the  Canadian 
Pacific  has  not  yet  commenced  to  run  over  these  lines,  pending  the  settle 
ment  of  the  station  site,  yet  it  is  easy  to  see  what  a  source  of  danger  this 
railway  girdle  forms  to  those  desiring  to  cros  <  to  the  water  front.  And  if 
the  six  tracks  may  be  thus  laid  down,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  others 
being  added  in  the  future  should  the  railways  so  desire. 

WATER  FRONT  SHOULD  BE  MAINTAINED  FREE. 

It  must  be  plain  to  any  one  who  will  seriously  consider  the  question  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  the  occupancy  of  the  water  front  by  railways 
must  be  firmly  and  decidedly  dealt  with  in  order  that  the  rights  of  others 
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than  the  railways  may  not  be  permanently  destroyed.  Though  it  is  of  vital 
importance  both  to  the  City  and  the  railways  that  the  latter  should  have 
proper  and  convenient  access  to  the  water,  yet  it  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance to  the  City  to  see  that  while  granting  this  access  it  shall  be  done  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  take  away  the  privileges  of  others.  In  the  early 
history  of  Canadian  railways  a  partial  occup  nicy  of  the  City  water  front 
could  be  permitted  without  injury,  but  when  this  occupancy  threatens  to 
absorb  the  whole  City  front  and  to  cut  it  off  from  the  wa.ter,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  City  should  step  in,  at  whatever  cost,  to  control  and  restrain  it. 
That  which  should  be  one  of  the  chief  beauties  in  the  City,  situated  on  the 
lake,  is  the  i-ke  shore,  and  if  this  is  given  over  to  railways  without  limita- 
tion or  restraint,  the  beauty  will  soon  be  destroyed  and  rendered  impossible 
of  being  restored.  Though  the  population  increases  rapidly,  yet  as  pointed 
out  before,  the  extent  of  water  front  is  fix-dand  definite.  Each  year  more 
people  desire  to  use  the  Bay  and  Island,  and  therefore  it  becomes  each 
year  increasingly  important  to  guard  anil  protect  the  access  to  the  water. 
Each  year,  too  with  the  growth  of  population,  there  necessarily  ari  es  a 
demand  for  increased  railway  facilit:es,  and  this  demand,  perfectly 
legitimate  as  it  is,  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  the  growth  and  activity  of 
the  City  may  be  maintained.  The  problem  of  the  water  front  requires  that 
these  opposing  interests  should  both  be  satisfied,  that  each  should  have 
full  scope  for  development,  and  that  neither  should  be  sacrificed  to  the 
other. 

PASSENGER  AND  FREIGHT  STATIONS  Ml  ST  BE  NEAR  WATER  FROXT. 

It  must  be  assumed  that  the  position  of  the  general  passenger  station  for 
the  railways  must  be  near  the  water  front,  and  in  some  place  not  far  dis- 
tant from  the  present  Union  Station.  The  whole  railway  business  of  To- 
ronto has  grown  up  about  this  centre,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  make 
any  radical  change  in  position.  In  like  manner  it  is  necessary  for  the 
business  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  that  their  general  freight  sheds 
should  be  at  or  close  to  the  water  front,  with  access  to  the  water  for  the 
use  of  grain  elevators  or  wharves,  so  that  they  may  be  similarly  situated 
to  the  Grand  Trunk  Company's  sheds  and  \  ard.  This,  and  the  east  and 
west  traffic  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  necessitates  bringing  the  tracks  down  to 
the  water  front  and  running  the  traffic  in  the  manner  done  at  present.  In 
this  way  has  arisen  the  belt  of  tracks,  at  present  six  in  number,  above 
alluded  to.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the  railway  com- 
panies, that  access  along  rhe  water  front  should  be  maintained ;  without 
this  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  passenger  station  or  freight  sheds 
in  the  positions  where  they  are  most  required  There  are  two  ways,  and 
only  two,  of  safely  continuing  this  railway  access  along  the  water  front  and 
of  safely  continuing  the  street  access  from  the  City  to  the  Bay.  Either  the 
railways  must  pass  over  the  streets,  or  the  streets  must  pass  over  the  rail- 
ways. Level  crossings  for  such  a  width  of  tracks  are  too  unsafe,  and  would 
be  quite  impracticable  across  the  freight  yard  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  if 
placed  in  the  position  proposed  between  York  Street  and  Yonge  Street. 


OBJECTIONS  TO  OVERHEAD  1  RIDGES. 


There  are  strong  objections  to  be  urged  against  the  erection  of  overhead 
bridges.  In  order  to  have  the  bridge  of  a  sufficient  height  to  give  21  feet 
clear  above  the  rails  as  the  law  requires,  the  level  of  the  road  would  have 
to  be  at  least  24  feet  above  rail  level.  To  gain  this  height  of  24  feet  on  a 
gradient  of  1  in  25  which  is  as  steep  a  gradient  as  would  be  advisable  in 
such  places,  inclined  ramps  would  have  to  be  constructed  600  feet  in 
length.  This  length  is  so  great  that  in  most  instances  after  crossing  the 
tracks  there  would  not  be  sufficient  length  for  the  ramp  to  run  out  before 
reaching  Lake  Street,  the  new  street  proposed  to  be  established  on  the 
line  of  the  present  Windmill  Line.  The  ramp  would  therefore  have  to 
turn  parallel  to  the  wa'er  front,  splitting  into  two  ramps  on  Lake  Street. 
It  can  easily  be  imagined  what  an  inconvenient  mode  of  access  this  would 
be  as  compared  with  the  access  on  Esplanade  level.  Nearly  all  that  part 
of  the  s'reet,  600  feet  in  length  as  above  stated,  would  be  raised  so  much 
above  the  natural  level  of  the  ground  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  stores  and 
warehouses  established  to  the  south  of  the  railway  tracks,  unless  inclined 
ways  were  constructed  leading  up  to  the  ramp  ;  and  this  again  occupies 
much  space  and  is  expensive.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  certainly  have 
a  depreciating  effect  on  the  value  of  property  south  of  the  Esplanade,  and 
a  similar  effect  would  be  felt  on  property  north  of  the  Esplanade.  Again 
the  cost  of  these  overhead  bridges,  with  their  approaches,  would  be  very 
heavy.  The  three  bridges  that  have  been  suggested  for  John  Street,  York 
Street  and  Yonge  Street  would  cost,  without  land  or  damages,  over 
$300,000,  and  when  land  and  damages  are  included  we  would  probably 
be  within  the  mark  in  estimating  their  cost  at  $500,000.  Between 
Yonge  Street  and  Cherry  Street  (including  the  latter,)  a  distance  of  5,300 
feet,  there  are  12  street  crossings,  and  if  we  allow  here  for  only  four  more 
overhead  crossings,  with  gates  and  watchmen  at  the  remaining  level  cross- 
ings, the  cost  of  the  whole  would  be  over  $1,000,000  including  land  and 
damages.  This  sum  is  more  than  sufficient  to  build  all  the  elevated  track 
from  Simcoe  Street  eastward  to  Cherry  Street;  and  while  the  safe  access 
afforded  by  the  overhead  bridges  would  be  limited  to  the  points  above 
mentioned  and  obtained  in  the  inconvenient  manner  described,  the  access 
afforded  by  an  elevated  track  would  be  complete  and  perfect  at  all  points. 

ELEVATED  RAILWAYS  CHEAPER  THAN  BKIDGES. 

It  is  apparent  therefore  that  the  scheme  of  an  elevated  railway  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  access  to  the  water  front  is  not  only  better  than  over- 
head bridges,  but  it  is  also  cheaper.  Before  the  City  had  grown  sufficiently 
to  make  the  water  front  access  an  important  question,  and  while  the  railway 
traffic  remained  comparatively  small  so  as  not  to  be  a  dangerous  feature  on 
the  water  front,  the  railways  might  continue  to  traverse  the  water  trout 
streets  on  the  level  without  imminent  danger  and  without  special  outlay  for 
protection  ;  but  when  the  time  has  ci  me  that  owing  to  the  increased  traffic 
to  the  water,  and  the  increased  traffic  on  the  railways,  it  is  necessary  to 
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provide  special  means  for  safe  and  convenient  access,  it  is  seen  that  it  is 
cheaper  and  better  to  elevate  the  railways,  rather  than  construct  overhead 
bridges. 

ELEVATED  RAILWAYS  RECOMMENDED. 

From  these  considerations  therefore  we  recommend  that  an  elevated  way- 
bo  constructed  along  the  water  Iront,  giving  15  feet  clear  headroom  under- 
neath for  the  passage  of  all  street  traffic. 

SITE  FOR   NEW   FASSENGER  STATION. 

The  adoption  of  this  scheme  necessarily  involves  the  selection  of  an 
elevated  site  for  a  union  passenger  station.  That  which  recommends  itself 
as  being  a  site  soon  to  te  available,  and  as  one  having  sufficient  natural 
elevation  to  suit  the  level  of  rails  on  the  proposed  viaduct,  is  the  block  at 
present  occupied  by  the  Parliament  buildings,  between  Simcoe  Street  and 
John  Street,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  Front  Street.  This  block  is 
940  feet  in  length,  by  440  feet  in  width.  Here  we  would  propose  to  erect 
the  union  passenger  station,  making  the  covered  shed  750  feet  in  length, 
by  150  feet  in  width,  affording  space  for  six  parallel  lines  of  track  with 
ample  width  between  each  for  platform  accommodation.  The  southern 
wall  of  this  shed  would  coincide  with  the  present  south  limit  of  Front 
Street,  so  that  this  street  would  be  wholly  occupied  by  the  station  shed. 
Front  Street  would  be  diverted  to  the  north  of  the  station  building  and  on 
this  northern  side  would  be  reset ved  a  spacious  extent  for  cabs,  vehicles 
and  street  cars.  Along  the  northern  side  of  the  station  shed  would  be 
constructed  the  waiting  rooms,  ticket  offices,  refreshment  rooms,  baggage 
rooms,  etc.,  etc.  Access  to  the  shed  would  of  course  be  from  these,  and 
there  would  be  no  need,  nor  any  means  afforded  for  vehicles  to  cross  the 
tracks  at  the  station.  The  level  of  rails,  in  the  station,  would  be  approxi- 
mately the  present  level  of  Front  Street.    (See  Appendix  "  A.") 

FREIGHT  TRACKS  PAST  STATION. 

To  the  south  of  the  proposed  station  there  would  be  placed  two  tracks  ; 
these  would  be  for  the  accommodation  of  east  and  west  bound  freight  busi- 
ness, which  would  thus  be  sent  past  the  station  on  the  elevated  track  with- 
out running  through  it.  A  retaining  wall  running  parallel  to  Front  Street 
would  have  to  be  constructed  here  to  maintain  the  bank  carrying  these 
tracks.  The  approach  from  the  west  would  be  by  a  four  track  way  con- 
structed partly  hi  the  solid  and  partly  on  a  made  bank  supported  by 
retaining  walls.  Two  of  the  tracks  would  be  for  passenger  trains  leading 
to  and  from  the  station,  and  two  for  freight  business  running  past  the 
station  as  before  described.  It  is  necessary  to  retain  the  overhead  bridge 
at  Brock  Street,  giving  access  at  this  point  from  Front  Street  to  the  water, 
and  in  order  that  this  may  be  done  without  unduly  raising  the  bridge,  and 
without  running  up  into  the  station  on  too  steep  a  grade  or  bringing  this 
grade  too  close  to  the  station  entrance,  we  propose  to  place  the  freight  and 
passenger  tracks  on  different  levels  at  the  passing  under  of  Brock  Street 
bridge,  giving  21  feet  clear  head  room  for  freight  cars,  and  16  feet  6  inches 
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clear  head  roo  u  for  passenger  cars.  To  obtain  this  the  bridge  would  have 
to  be  raised  2  feet  9  inches  above  its  present  level.  The  ascending  grade 
of  0-8  feet  per  100  for  passenger  cars  would  then  begin  at  a  point  750  feet 
west  of  Brock  Street  bridge,  pass  under  the  bridge  with  16  feet  6  inches 
clear  head  room,  and  gain  the  level  of  the  new  station  430  feet  west  of  the 
entrance  to  the  shed,  and  from  there  run  in  on  the  level.  The  ascending 
grade  for  freight  cars  (0*8  per  100)  would,  start  300  feet  west  of  Brook 
Street  bridge,  pass  under  the  bridge  with  21  fret  clear  head  room  and  gain 
the  level  of  the  new  station  at  the  line  of  John  Street  immediately  at  the 
western  end  of  the  new  sta'ion.  At  this  point,  of  course,  the  passenger 
and  freight  tracks  would  be  at  the  same  level,  and  here  we  would  propose 
to  construct  a  subway  on  the  line  of  John  Street,  30  feet  in  width,  as  shewn 
on  the  plans,  to  give  access  to  the  freight  sheds  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way Company.  West  of  the  points  mentioned  where  the  two  ascending 
grades  begin  there  would  be  no  further  alteration  in  existing  grades  and 
only  excavation  required  and  retaining  wall  constructed  to  make  space  for 
the  tracks. 

ELEVATED  TRACKS  EAST  OF  STATION. 

Proceeding  eastwards  from  the  new  station  the  tracks  are  drawn  in  on  to 
a  4  track  viaduct  in  the  manner  shewn  on  the  plans.  The  viaduct  proper 
starts  at  a  point  marked  "  A  "  on  the  plan,  about  600  feet  east  of  the 
easterly  end  ot  the  new  station  near  Simcoe  Street.  At  this  point  a  suo- 
way  would  be  constructed  with  incline  leading  down  from  Front  Street, 
giving  access  to  the  east  end  of  the  G.  T.  R.  freight  sheds  The  viaduct 
would  be  of  sufficient  width  for  four  tracks,  placed  13  feet  centre  to 
centre,  and  the  elevation  of  rails  would  be  19  feet  above  Esplanade  level, 
so  as  to  afford  at  least  15  feet  clear  head  room  at  street  crossings.  In 
order  to  gain  this  height  the  tracks  would  have  to  ascend  3  feet  (in  about 
70").  from  the  station  level.    (Sen  Appendix  No.  1.) 

ROUTE  OF  VIADUCT. 

This  viaduct  follows  the  line  of  the  Esplanade  as  far  as  Berkeley  Street; 
here  it  crosses  property  owned  by  the  G.  T.  R.  and  continues  on  the  line 
of  Mill  Street.  The  full  elevation  above  noted  is  continued  to  a  point  on 
Mill  Street  about  midway  between  Parliament  Street  and  Trinity  Street. 
Here  the  gradient  begins  to  descend  and  the  natural  level  of  the  ground  is 
gained  at  Beachell  Street  on  a  gradient  of  0.8  per  100.  Near  this  point 
the  tricks  diverge,  a  double  track  turning  northwards  up  the  Don  and  a 
double  track  continuing  eastwards  on  the  line  of  the  G.  T.  R. 

CROSSINGS  OF  STREETS. 

Every  street  crossing  the  line  of  the  viaduct  from  York  Street  to  Cherry 
Street,  inclusive — in  all  16 — would  have  provided  lor  it  a  clear  opening  of 
6,6  feet,  and,  in  all  cases  but  one,  clear  headroom  of  15  feet.  In  one  case 
only,  that  of  Cherry  Street,  the  natural  level  of  the  street  would  be  dis- 
turbed. Here  the  surface  of  the  street  would  have  to  be  cut  down  about 
four  feet  in  order  to  give  sufficient  headroom. 


SOLID  VIADUCT  RECOMMENDED. 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  various  forms  of  structure  for  the  via. 
duct,  and  rind  that  that  which  is  both  the  cheapest  to  construct  and  the 
cheapest  to  maintain  is  a  solid  viaduct  formed  of  stone  retaining  walls  en- 
closing an  earth  bank.  The  first  cost  of  this  is  fully  one-third  less  than  a 
steel  and  iron  viaduct,  and  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  maintenance  and 
repair-  is  very  much  greater  than  that.  We  would  recommend  this  to  be 
the  type  of  viaduct  adopted,  with  66  feet  clear  spans  of  steel  girders  at  all 
street  crossings.  This  form  of  viaduct  will  extend  from  the  point  A  on 
plan,  immediately  east  of  Simcoe  Street,  to  Beachell  Street,  a  distance  of 
8,800  feet.  At  this  place  the  grade  luns  down  and  the  tracks  are  con- 
tinued on  the  natural  level  of  the  ground. 

The  above  is  briefly  what  we  consider  will  afford  the  best  and  only  per- 
manent solution  of  the  water  front  difficulty.  By  these  means  and  these 
means  only,  safe  and  convenient  access  is  afforded  from  the  City  to  the 
bay  by  all  streets.  All  running  tracks  for  through  business  should  be 
entirely  removed  from  Esplanade  level,  and  only  some  tracks  in  the  par- 
tial manner  afterwards  described  left  down  on  the  Esplanade  for  freight 
business.  The  construction  of  such  a  viaduct  as  this  would  necessarily 
change  the  character  of  a  considerable  amount  of  freight  business  that  is 
done  here,  and  we  propose  to  point  out  what  these  changes  are  and  how 
difficulties  that  would  arise  may  be  overcome. 

G.  T.  R.   FREIGHT  YARD. 

The  present  freight  yards  and  sheds  of  the  Grand  Trunk  would  not  be, 
practically  speaking,  interfered  with.  The  elevated  scheme  would  leave 
the  G.  T.  R.  freight  sheds  in  their  present  position,  and  access  to  these 
sheds  would  be  preserved  as  at  present  by  means  of  the  subways  that  have 
been  described.  Brock  Street  Bridge  would  remain  as  at  present  except 
that  it  would  be  raised  2  feet  9  inches  as  before  pointed  out.  By  this 
bridge  access  is  given  to  the  southern  portion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  yard. 
The  freight  sidings  serving  the  freight  sheds,  and  those  contiguous  to  this 
are  blind  sidings  at  present,  and  are  reached  by  the  traffic  that  comes  from 
the  east  running  past  them  and  then  switching  back  into  them.  This 
switching  back  takes  place  near  Brock  Street  bridge.  In  a  similar  manner 
when  the  elevated  scheme  is  adopted,  freight  from  the  east  will  pass  over 
the  elevated  track  to  a  point  a  few  hundred  feet  west  of  Brock  Street 
where  the  present  yard  level  will  be  attained,  and  here  it  will  be  switched 
back  into  the  freight  sidings  where  required.  The  handling  of  freight,  so 
far  as  the  G.  T.  R.  yard  is  concerned,  would  thus  practically  be  no  different 
from  what  it  is  at  present ;  a  considerable  space,  also,  at  present  occupied 
by  running  tracks  and  by  the  Union  Station  would  be  set  free  for  yard 
purposes. 

C  P.  R.   FREIGHT  YARD. 

The  position  that  we  would  recommend  for  the  G\  P.  R.  freight  yards  is 
that  lying  between  York  aud  John  Streets  to  the  south  of  the  Esplanade 
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and  extending  from  that  street  to  the  new  Lake  Street.  The  extent  of 
this  block  is  1,650  feet  x  about  530  feet  (20\  acres).  The  C.  P.  R.  Company 
could  obtain  access  to  it  from  the  west  with  their  rails  by  passing  over  a 
part  of  the  City  Water  Works  lot.  There  would  of  course  be  no  train 
access  from  the  east,  but  all  freight  business  from  that  quarter  would  have 
to  pass  westwards  over  the  elevated  road  and  then  switch  back  into  the 
freight  yard.  As  that  part  of  the  Esplanade  lying  between  Brock  Street 
and  John  Street  appears  to  have  become  G  T;  propertyabsolutely.it  would 
be  necessary  to  construct  a  new  street  from  Brock  Street  to  give  access  to 
this  proposed  freight  yard  at  the  west  end  ;  this  street  is  shown  on  the 
plan.  Access  would  also  be  obtained  at  the  eastern  end  by  York  Street, 
Esplanade  and  Lake  Street.  From  this  proposed  yard  easy  and  convenient 
access  could  be  had  to  elevators  or  wharves  south  of  Lake  Street,  and  we 
would  recommend  that  the  City  should  lease  such  sites  to  the  Company  on 
long  leases  with  rights  of  renewal. 

['UNLOADING  FREIGHT  ON  ESPLANADE. 

Another  kind  of  freight  business  that  has  become  established  by  long  usage 
and  which  we  think  should  be  provided  for,  is  the  discharging  of  freight 
into  waggons  on  the  Esplanade  from  cars  placed  on  a  freight  siding  there. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  fruit  and  vegetables  arriving  in  Toronto  by 
rail  is  delivered  in  th;s  manner.  Coal,  lime,  lumber  and  various  coarse 
kinds  of  freight  are  also  delivered  in  this  way.  It  is  doubtless  of  consider- 
able value  to  the  City  that  this  privilege  of  unloading  on  the  public  street 
should  if  possible  be  maintained,  and  this  can  be  done  over  part  of  the 
Esplanade  front  at  least  without  serious  detriment  to  the  general  scheme 
For  this  purpose  two  tracks,  a  switching  track  and  a  siding  track,  might 
remain  on  the  level  of  the  Esplanade  from  the  Don  yard  of  the  G.  T.  R. 
westerly  to  the  line  of  Church  Street.  These  tiacks  would  have  to  be 
placed  to  the  south  of  the  elevatei  track,  and  street  room  alongside 
of  them  would  have  to  be  provided  by  the  purchase  of  a  strip  of  land 
parallel  to  the  Esplanade,  say  33  feet  in  width.  The  tracks  would  lead  from 
the  G.  T.  R.  freight  yard  at  the  Don,  to  which  access  is  obtained  from  the 
elevated  railway  at  or  near  to  Beachell  Street,  at  which  place  the  elevation 
has  run  down  to  Esplanade  level.  Direct  connection  can  also  be  made  at 
this  point  with  railways  entering  via  the  Don  Valley  so  that  these  lines 
also  could  send  cars  on  to  the  unloading  tracks  on  the  Esplanade.  But 
these  unloading  tracks  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  further  west 
than  the  line  of  Church  Street.  The  central  part  of  *he  City,  where  the 
main  part,  of  the  Island  ferry  and  steamboat  passenger  business  is  carried 
on,  should  be  absolutely  free  from  tracks  on  the  level,  and  therefore  it 
should  be  rigidly  adhered  to  that  these  unloading  tracks  or  any  other 
tracks  on  Esplanade  level  are  not  permitted  to  be  laid  down  further  west 
than  Church  Street. 

CITY  WHARVES  AND  DOCKS  TO  BE  BUILT. 

In  regard  to  the  central  part  of  the  water  front,  viz:  that  lying  between 
York  Street  and  Church  Street,  we  think  that  the  wisest  policy  for  the 
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City  to  pursue,  and  that  most  in  the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally,  is  to 
retain  control  of  this  and  use  it  in  the  public  interest.  It  is  here,  of  all 
places  on  the  water  front,  that  the  steamboat  passenger  business  and  the 
Island  ferriage  business  can  properly.be  centred  and  carried  on.  With  the 
viaduct  scheme  established,  street  cars  can  be  run  down  to  the  water  front 
from  all  parts  ot  the  City  passing  under  the  railway  tracks,  and  conveying 
passengers  directly  to  and  from  the  boats.  Here,  too,  could  best  be 
established  the  various  boat  houses  under  lease  from  the  City  for  the  hire 
of  pleasure  boats  and  yachts,  enterprises  that  are  essential  to  the  summer 
enjoyment  of  Toronto's  citizens.  Landing  wharves  and  sheds  should  be 
established  for  the  use  of  passenger  steamers  plying  on  the  lake,  while  at 
either  end  of  the  space  mentioned  there  should  be  constructed  City  docks 
for  the  discharge  of  general  freight.  These  City  docks  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  City  tind  used  by  any  vessels  on  the  payment  of  certain  fixed 
<  barges.  The  policy  ol  the  City  should  be  to  maintain  direct  control  of  at 
least  part  of  the  water  front,  and  to  control  in  particular  that  part  where 
the  chief  passenger  business  and  pleasure  bu-iness — if  we  may  use  the 
expression — of  the  City  is  carried  on.  The  access  to  the  Island,  and  to  the 
numerous  suburban  pleasure  resorts  by  water  become  yearly  more 
important,  and  this  central  \  ortion  of  the  Cify,  above  spoken  of,  is  that 
from  which  this  access  can  best  be  obtained.  Nor  should  we  omit  to  point 
out  the  great  value  and  the  great  beauty  it  would  be  to  Toronto  to  con- 
construct  on  part  at  least  of  this  space  a  pleasure  ground  for  the  citizens. 
This  space  is  now  cleared  of  all  obstructions,  and  if  Toronto  re-acquires 
this  space  an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  constructing  what  would  be  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  features  of  this  City.  While  the  water  front  of  this 
space  should  be  used  for  water  bu-iness  as  above  described,  it  would  be 
almost  an  act  of  spoliation  to  allow  that  part  lying  between  the  Esplanade 
and  the  wharves  to  be  used  for  any  other  bur  park  purposes.  To  allow 
sheds  or  storehouses  to  be  re-erected  here  would  be  to  lose  an  opportunity 
of  beautifying  the  City  and  of  restoring  to  the  lake  shore  some  of  its  best 
uses  that  may  never  occur  again.  The  money  expended  on  such  a  work  as 
this  is  money  that  will  be  well  laid  out. 

TRACKS  EAST  OF  DON. 

It  will  l»e  noticed  that  we  have  not  recommended  the  construction  of 
elevated  track*  further  east  than  the  Don  River.  The  reasons  for  this  are: 
1st.  The  saving  of  expense,  and  2nd.  Because  east  of  the  Don  River  the 
elevation  of  the  tracks  is  not  in  any  way  required  to  preserve  the  access  to 
the  water  front.  No  doubt  to  elevate  the  tracks  here  would  be  a  good 
means  for  affording  safe  crossings  for  the  streets,  but  the  matter  that  we 
have  to  deal  with  at  present  is  the  preservation  of  the  water  f  ont,  and  if 
in  the  future  some  scheme  is  required  to  afford  such  street  crossings  east 
of  the  Don,  and  if  no  other  cheaper  method  can  be  devised  than  construct- 
ing an  elevated  way,  this  can  be  added.  The  construction  or  the  non-con- 
struction of  elevated  tracks  east  of  the  Don  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
scheme  for  preserving  the  access  to  the  water  front,  and  therefore,  in  the 
meantime  we  have  not  considered  it  prudent  to  deal  with  it. 
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RIVER  DON  TRAFFIC. 

In  the  same  way  we  have  nob  thought  it  necessary  to  touch  upon  the 
qu-  stion  of  elevated  tracks  along  the  bank  of  the  Don  river  in  the  position 
in  which  the  Canadian  Pacific  are  at  present  desiring  to  enter  the  City. 
The  whole  question  of  whether  or  not  the  banks  of  the  straightened  Don 
shall  be  used  by  vessels  as  wharves  for  loading  or  discharging  freight 
hmges  upon  the  question  whether  or  not  vessels  can  enter  the  Don.  At 
present,  owing  to  the  Grand  Trunk  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  being 
a  fixed  bridge,  they  cannot  do  so,  and  though  this  obstruction  may  by 
legislation  be  removed,  yet,  in  the  meantime,  it  remains  there.  When  it 
is  removed,  the  necessity  of  elevated  tracks  on  the  banks  of  the  Don  may 
be  conceded,  in  order  that  full  use  of  the  Don  as  a  wharf  may  be  enjoyed  -r 
but  the  addition  of  such  elevated  tracks  would  in  no  way  affect  the  scheme 
which  we  have  proposed  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  water  front 
problem.  These  elevated  tracks  would  simply  form  a  continuation  of 
those  which  we  have  proposed,  and  can  be  added  whenever  the  need  for 
their  erection  arises.  At  the  same  time  we  believe  that  the  opening  of  the 
Don  to  vessel  traffic  is  a  contingency  that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and 
though  this  opening  up  may  not  be  done  at  once,  yet  the  City  should  not 
allow  this  right  to  be  taken  away,  nor  allow  herself  to  be  put  in  such  a  posi- 
tion, either  by  the  occupancy  of  the  banks  of  the  Don  by  railways  or  other- 
wise as  would  preclude  her  from  taking  full  advantage  of  the  opening  up 
of  the  river  to  traffic  whenever  this  may  be  done. 

STATEMENT  OF  GRADES  AND  COSTS. 

With  this  Report  there  is  enclosed  a  tabular  statement  of  th  various  levels 
and  grades  involved  in  the  scheme.  (Appendix  No.  1.)  We  also  enclose 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  works  we  have  recommended  (Appendix  No. 
2),  and  in  connection  with  this  estimate  we  show  a  comparison  of  the  cost 
of  overhead  bridges  constructed  to  afford  access  to  the  water  front.  (Ap- 
pendix No.  3.)  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  constructing  overhead 
bridges  at  as  many  points  as  possible  would  cost  much  more  than  the 
elevated  track,  and  even  then  there  would  be  three  streets,  Simcoe,  Lome 
and  Bay  Streets,  whose  access  to  the  water  would  be  cut  off.  By  the 
elevated  scheme  access  would  be  afforded  at  every  point,  and  at  much 
less  cost. 

The  plan  proposed  for  the  settlement  of  the  difficulties  on  the  water  front 
may  appear  costly,  but  we  are  confident  that  nothing  short  of  a  scheme 
such  as  we  have  proposed  will  afford  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem. 
To  allow  the  C.  P.  R.  Company  to  acquire  lands  in  the  position  sought  and 
to  own  and  control  the  water  front  in  the  manner  they  propose,  would  be 
little  short  of  disastrous  to  the  City.  So  much  of  the  water  front  is  already 
in  the  hands  of  railway  companies  that  the  City  should  strive  to  the  utmost 
to  prevent  any  further  acquisition  of  it  in  a  similar  manner.  The  Grand 
Trunk,  Northern  and  other  railway  companies  have  in  years  past  acquired 
so  much  of  the  water  front,  at  a  time  when  the  City  did  not  set  much  store 
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upon  it.  that  this  is  all  the  stronger  reison  why  the  alienation  of  what  re- 
mains should  be  carefully  watched  and  guarded  by  the  City.  Much  of  the 
land  of  the  City  front  that  is  held  by  railways  is  merely  used  as  unsightly 
storage  yards  for  freight  cars,  a  purpose  which  could  just  as  well  be  served 
by  yard  room  out  beyond  the  City  limits.  The  yard  room  occupied  by  the 
railways  on  the  City  front  should  be  that  needed  only  for  freight  business 
pure  and  simple  and  the  necessary  handling  of  passenger  cars,  and  should 
not  be  given  up  to  the  storage  of  cars.  The  amount  of  land  which  the 
Grand  Trunk  Eailwav  now  owns  and  controls  on  the  City  front  is  far  in 
excess  of  the  legitimate  needs  of  its  freight  and  passenger  business  pure 
and  simple  $  and,  recognizing  this,  there  is  the  greater  reason  why  the  City 
should  for  the  futu  e  be  extremely  guarded  in  permitting  the  establish- 
ment of  freight  yards  or  repair  shops  on  the  City  front.  The  space  re- 
commended in  this  Report  for  the  freight  yards  of  the  C.  P.  R.  is  sufficient 
for  carrying  on  the  freight  business  thai  has  to  be  brought  down  to  the 
water  front.  More  land  than  that  should  not  be  given,  and  the  City,  while 
permitting  this  purchase,  should  firmly  resist  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  railway  company  to  exercise  the  rights  of  ownership  or  control  over 
the  water  front  lying  beyond,  except  under  lease  from  the  City. 

We  would  point  out  to  your  honorable  Committee  the  great  necessity  there 
is  for  limiting  the  powers  of  the  railway  companies  in  regard  to  the 
compulsory  acquirement  of  land  in  such  positions  as  the  fiont  of 
this  City.  Under  the  compulsory  clauses  of  ihe  General  Railway  Act,  a 
railway  company  has  power  to  buy  land  anywhere,  and  can  over-ride  the 
rights  of  individuals  or  corporations.  If  the  central  part  of  the  City  is  laid 
out  in  the  m  inner  we  recommend,  and  reserved  for  the  vessel  business  and 
the  pleasure  traffic  of  the  City,  there  yet  seems  to  be  nothing  to  prevent 
any  railway  company  from  acquiring  by  compulsory  purchase  the  very  land 
that  the  City  had  laid  out  as  a  pleasure  ground,  and  those  wharves  and 
<tocks  which  she  had  constructed  for  public  use  and  public  benefit.  We 
think  that  in  the  settlement  of  this  question  there  should  be  some  definite 
limit  set  to  the  right  of  railways  to  acquire  land  so  situated,  and  some  certain 
security  should  be  given  for  the  permanent  ownership  of  the  land  which 
the  City  desires  to  hold.  At  present  this  ownership  depends  largely  upon 
the  personal  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation.  If  a  majority 
were  willing  to  permit  a  compulsory  sale  of  the  City  front  to  a  railway 
Company  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  preventing  it.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  large  amount  of  land  acquired  by  the  G.  T.  R.  and  other 
companies  in  the  past  time  has  been  acquired  chiefly  for  this  reason,  that 
the  City  at  that  time  was  not  sufficiently  alive  to  the  importance  of  retain- 
ing control  of  the  water  front. 

STATION  GROUNDS  OWNED  BY  THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

We  have  examined  the  station  grounds  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  at  North  Toronto,  West  Toronto  and  Park- 
dale.  At  North  Toronto  there  are  20£  acres,  at  West  Toronto  Junction 
44  acres,  and  at  Parkdale  11  acres.    At  or  near  to  the  point  where  the  Don 
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branch  leaves  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  a  place  that 
we  would  suggest  for  the  establishment  of  a  yard,  should  the  Company 
require  more  room.  Here  freight  trains  could  be  broken  up  and  those  cars 
switched  out  that  had  to  be  sent  down  to  the  City  front,  or  to  the  lake 
shore.  Through  freight  should  go  by  the  line  to  the  north  of  the  City,  and 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  storage  and  repair  of  cars  in  other  places 
than  on  the  City  front.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  the  City  to  restrain  as 
much  as  possible  and  keep  within  bounds  the  use  of  the  water  front  for 
freight  purposes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GrRANVILLE  C.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Assistant  City  Engineer. 

VlLLIERS  SANKEY, 

City  Surveyor. 

Toronto,  17th  September,  1889. 


APPENDIX  No.  1. 
Table  of  Levels  for  the  Elevated  Railway  on  the  Water  Front,  Toronto. 


Esplanade  level.    47*0  above  datum. 

Rail  level  of  elevated  track  on  Esplanade                       66*0  " 

Rail  level  of  station  at  Parliament  House  block                63-0  l< 

Present  level  of  ground  at  Front  and  Simcoe  Streets        61-6  " 

Present  level  of  ground  at  Front  and  John  Streets   67*0 

Rail  level  at  John  Street  subway                                    63-0  " 

Street  level  underneath  in  subway   46-0 

Rail  level  freight  tracks  at  Brock  Street  bridge                5!  -8  " 

Bridge  level  over  tracks   '  75*75  u 

Rail  level  passenger  tracks  at  Brock  Street                     54*8  " 

Bridge  level  over  passsenger  tracks                                74-3  a 


GrRANVILLE  C.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Assistant  City  Engineer. 

APPENDIX  No.  2  SHEET  1. 

Summary  of  total  cost  of  elevated  tracks,  station  builaings,  land,  damages,  etc., 


for  City  front,  Toronto. 

Total  cost  of  elevated  track,  station,  subways,  approaches, 

&c,  as  per  Sheet  No.  2    $1,700,000  00 

Purchase  of  land  at  various  points  to  widen  streets,  &c,  for 
station  site  on  Parliament  Building  block,  and  sum  to 
recoup  C.  P.  R.  for  purchase  of  land  and  work  done  on 
same   1,277,000  00 

Grand  total   $2,977,000  00 


IB 


APPENDIX  No.  2  SHEET  2. 

Summary  of  cost  nf  elevated  tracks,  station,  station  ground  &c,  Jor  City 

front,  Toronto. 

Cost  of  west  approach  to  station  ground  on  Parliament 
Building  site  from  Bathurst  Street,  including  retaining 


walls,  raising  Brock  Street  bridge,  &c     $130,600  00 

Subway  on  line  of  John  Street   49,000  00 

Preparing  station  ground,  building  retaining  wall,  &c   42,300  00 

Kails,  ties  and  ballast   4' »,000  00 

Station  building,  complete     500,000  00 

Solid  viaduct,  complete,  from  point  A  near  Simcoe  Street  to 
Beachell  Street,  including  17  street  openings,  each  66 

feet  in  width   791,200  00 

Add  for  contingencies,  engineering,  &c   146,900  00 


*  1,700,000  00 

APPENDIX  No.  3. 

Comparison  of  Cost  of  Overhead  Bridges  with  Elevated  Railroad  on 
the  water  front. 

Between  Beachell  Street  and  Simcoe  Street.  By  the  overhead  bridge 
scheme  it  is  proposed  to  block  Simcoe,  Lorn*-  and  Bay  >treets,  cutting 
them  off  from  the  water. 


It  is  proposed  to  construct  bridges  on  York  and  Yonge 

Streets;  cost  (without  land)   $196,000  00 

Land  for  same   200,000  00 

12  streets  cross  to  the  east  of  Yonge  Street,  between  it 
and  Beachell,  and  if  overhead  crossings  were  made  for 

each,  this  cost  would  be  $81,800  each   981,600  00 

While  the  cost  of  street  access  for  those  would  be  fully   800,000  00 


$1,777,600  00 

The  cost  of  the  elevated  road  from  Beachell  Street  to  Simcoe 
Street,  giving  perfectly  free  and  safe  access  under  the 
tracks  at  17  points,  and  blocking  none  of  the  streets. ...      $"91,200  00 

Land  damages  on  this  part   273,000  0  ) 


$1,064,200  00 

In  constructing  these  overhead  bridges  it  would  be  found  that  it  was 
cheaper  and  better  to  purchase  an  independent  street  line  for  the  ramp, 
rather  than  to  construct  this  ramp  on  the  line  of  the  existing  street.  For 
instance,  in  constructing  an  overhead  bridge  across  the  tracks  at  Yonge 
Street,  if  a  ramp  were  constructed  in  the  middle  of  Yonge  Street,  between 
Front  Street  and  the  Esplanade,  rising  up  to  a  height  of  twenty-four  feet 
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above  the  rails  on  the  Esplanade,  the  damage  of  this  to  the  street  would  be 
so  great  as  to  practically  destroy  it.  The  ramp  leading  to  the  overhead 
crossing  would  have  to  be  at  least  forty-six  feet  wide.  This,  in  the  middle  of 
a  sixty -six  foot  street,  would  leave  only  narrow  ten  feet,  ways  on  either  side. 
Such  a  condition  of  things  would  practically  destroy  Yonge  Street,  and  the 
damages  arising  from  the  construction  of  the  ramp  would  be  the  value  of 
both  sides  of  the  street,  besides  the  damage  to  neighboring  places  for 
blocking  their  way.  This  cost  would  be  enormous,  and  for  this  reason  it 
would  be  found  much  less  costly  to  purchase  independent  street  access 
close  to  the  streets  above  named.  It  is  upon  this  assumption  that  the 
foregoing  estimate  of  damage  is  based  ;  that  independent  street  access 
would  be  bought 

(Sd.)  Granville  C.  Cunningham, 

Assistant  City  Engineer 


Toronto,  September  21st,  1889 

John  Blevins,  Esq  ,  City  Clerk,  Toronto  : 

Sir, — In  July  last  we  received  from  you  copy  of  an  order  made  by  u  the 
Special  Committee  of  the  City  Council  appointed  to  protect  the  City's 
interest  in  the  ma'ter  of  the  expropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  Esplanade, 
<fec."    The  order  is  as  follows  : 

"That  the  City  Engineer,  Assistant  Engineer  and  City  Purveyor  be  instructed 
to  examine  :  (1)  The  locality  in  question  ;  (2)  the  plans  of  station  grounds 
on  the  Esplanade  fyled  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  with  the 
Minister  of  Railways  on  15th  October,  1 888  ;  and  (3)  the  other  station 
grounds  already  acquired  both  at  North  Toronto  and  West  Toronto  Junction, 
and  to  prepare  plans  and  report  as  to  whether  no  other  ground  suitable  for 
the  purpose  can  be  acquit  ed,  and  whether  the  land  already  acquired  and 
sought  to  be  acquired  is  not  in  excess  of  the  accommodation  necessary  for 
the  traffic  or  legitimate  requirements  of  the  Company,  and  to  report  on  the 
probable  cost  of  elevating  the  tracks  on  the  water  front,  and.  lurther,  that 
Col  Gzowski  and  Walter  Shanly,  Esq.,  C.E.,  be  appointed  Consulting  En- 
gineers to  act  with  the  City  Engineer*  on  behalf  of  the  City  in  this  matter." 

Acting  on  the  authority  thus  vested  in  us  we  did  not  delay  to  place  our 
selves  in  communication  with  Mr.  Cunningham,  Assistant  Engineer,  and 
Mr.  Sankey,  City  Surveyor,  (the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Sproatt,  was  then  and 
for  some  time  afterwards  absent  on  vacation),  and  after  going  over  the 
ground  and  examining  plans,  &c,  we  arranged  with  them  for  the  preparing 
of  certain  other  plans  and  the  collating  of  certain  other  kinds  of  informa- 
tion essential  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  matters  to  be  dealt  with. 


The  work  thus  outlined  could  not  be  done  in  a  day,  and  accordingly  it  was 
not  until  the  early  days  of  this  month  that  the  required  information,  in 
its  several  forms,  was  completed  so  as  to  allow  of  the  discussion  and,  as 
far  as  now  possible,  the  perfecting  of  a  plan,  with  estimate  of  cost,  best 
adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  and  harmonize  all  interests  involved  in  the 
somewhat  complicated  Esplanade  question. 

Since  then  we  have  been  in  almost  daily  intercourse  with  Me-srs.  Cunning 
ham  and  Sankey,  and  the  whole  subject,  covering  plan  and  cost  of  con 
struction  and  estimated  probable  amount  for  lands  and  damages,  has  been 
fully  and  searchingly  canvassed  Mr.  Cunningham's  report  will  be  found 
to  be  an  able  and  exhaustive  exposition  of  all  matters  involved  and  has 
our  unqualified  endorsement,  but  we  think  it  desirable  that  we  should 
over  our  own  signatures  review  the  questions  at  issue,  giving  a  descriptive 
outline  of  the  proposed  scheme  of  improvement  and  recommending  its 
adoption  as  the  one  way  oy  which  all  conflicting  interests  may  be  recon. 
ciled  and  all  reasonable  accommodation  secured  in  fair  proportions  to  the 
railway  companies,  to  navigation  an  1  to  the  citizens  a'-  large. 

The  carrying  out  of  any  plan  combining  all  the  main  objects  aimed  at 
could  not  under  any  circumstances  be  other  than  a  large  undertaking  for 
a  growing  city  such  as  Toronto,  having  other  large  and  indispensable  works 
to  provide  for,  but  as  we  find  things  to  day  there  exist  certain  special  con- 
ditions whiah  must  add  largely  to  the  difficulties  and  cost  of  Esplanade 
improvements  as  com  [tared  with  what  would  have  to  be  encountered  hid 
all  to  be  done  "out  of  the  new  "  Evils,  rapidly  growing  to  be  intolerable, 
have  to  be  remedied,  and  their  continuance  and  extension  provided 
against  for  all  time. 

The  special  conditions  may  be  stated  as  follows  :  The  water  front  of  i  he  City 
known  as  "  the  Esplanade,"  is  gradually,  but  not  slowly,  assuming  the 
character  of  a  vast  railway  station  in  the  occupancy  of  Canada's  two  great 
railway  corporations. 

Except  at  two  points  (to  the  west  of  Union  Station)  where  overhead 
bridges  have  been  constructed,  the  bay,  or  harbour,  cannot  be  reached 
from  the  City  without  the  crossing  at  grade  of  not  fewer  than  six  lines  of 
rail  over  which  the  running  of  trains,  by  day  and  by  night,  is  yearly  on  the 
increase. 

Commensurate  with  ihe  growth  of  the  City  is  the  increase  of  inconvenience 
and  danger  due  to  the  sixteen  level  crossings  between  Union  Station  and 
the  Don — a  distance  of  considerably  less  than  two  miles.  The  Bay  and  the 
Island  form  two  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the  City.  The  good  will 
be  largely  taken  out  of  both  unless  the  railway  obstruction  be  effectually 
abated. 

The  railway  companies,  while  not  always  in  harmonious  accord  between 
themselves,  would  seem  to  have  one  object  in  common — the  complete 
absorption  of  the  water  front  for  their  own  uses.    One  corporation  already 
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possesses  more  than  a  third  of  the  harbor  line ;  the  other  has  acquired,  or 
is  seeking  to  acquire,  all  that  is  most  valuable  of  what  remains.  The 
objects  of  the  Companies  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  to  a  great  extent 
antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  navigation  and  what  may  be  termed  the 
natural  privileges  attaching  to  the  water.  While  believing,  and  advo- 
cating, that  the  railways  should  be  afforded  all  possible  proper  facilities 
for  their  City  traffic  on  the  Esplanade,  and  the  Companies  duly  protected 
in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  and  in  quiet  possession  of  their  properties, 
we  are  equally  strong  in  the  conviction  that  they  (the  Companies)  can  be 
left  secure  in  the  e- joyment  of  all  their  just  privileges  without,  as  now, 
placing  the  people  of  Toronto  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  enjoyment  of  theirs. 

The  main  points  of  "  improvement "  to  be  considered  are  : 

1st.  The  doing  away  to  the  greatest  extent  practicable  of  "  level  crossings," 
and  at  the  same  time  preserving  intact  all,  or  as  many  as  possible,  of  the 
existing  streets  leading  to  the  Bay. 

2nd.  The  preservation,  wholly  untouched  by  railway  tracks,  of  a  portion  of 
the  water  front  for  citizens'  uses  only,  in  connection  with  the  Bay. 

3rd     A  Union  Pas-enger  Station  lo  meet  the  futuie  needs  of  a  huge  City. 

Taking  up  these  points  in  the  foregoing  order  we  come  first  to  the  ques- 
tion ot 

STREET  CROSSINGS. 

To  ger  rid  of  the  level  crossing  evil,  there  are  just  two  modes  of  treatment 
possible — to  lift  the  streets  over  the  railways,  or  else  lift  the  railways  over 
the  streets. 

The  first  named  method  means  the  building  of  overhead  bridges.  From 
John  Street  to  Cherry  Street  there  are  seventeen  streets  leading  down  to 
the  Esplanade,  every  one  of  them  with  the  exception  of  John  Street  open 
and  in  common  use.  Owing  to  the  natural  conformation  of  the  ground  it 
would  not  be  practicable  to  bridge  all  of  these  streets — about  seven  might 
ba  dealt  with  on  the  overhead  plan.  As  highways  to  the  water  the  other 
ien  would  have  to  be  abandoned  or  else  kept  open,  subject,  as  now,  to  all 
the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  track  crossing. 

The  natural  conformation  of  ground,  above  referred  to  as  making  the 
bridging  of  all  the  streets  not  practicable,  would  also  cause  the  bridges, 
where  built,  to  be  very  expensive  of  construction  and  inconvenient  in  use 
when  built.  The  u  Ramp  "  system  would  of  necessity  have  to  be  adopted 
in  sloping  the  roadways  down  to  Esplanade  level ;  an  awkward  roundabout 
way  of  ascent  and  descent  for  heavily  laden  vehicles.  Reference  to  the 
plans  accompanying  Mr.  Cunningham's  Report  will  make  easily  understood 
the  mode  of  construction  that  would  have  to  be  followed  in  the  bridging  of 
streets.  The  cost  of  seven  such  bridges  would,  including  damages  to  pro- 
perty, exceed  a  million  of  dollars. 

We  now  come  to  the  alternative  plan — the  lifting  of  the  railways  over  the 
streets,  in  other  words  the 
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VIADUCT  SYSTEM. 

<  »n  this  plan  the  rails  would  be  laid  at  an  elevation  above  Esplanade  level 
sufficient  to  give  fifteen  feet  clear  headway  to  every  street  from  Simcoe  to 
Cherry  Street,  both  included.  Not  one  street  need  be  abandoned  or  in- 
terfered with  in  any  way,  but  all  left  free  and  open  to  the  water,  unim- 
peded by  tracks  or  trains  From  every  point  of  view  the^viaduct  plan  is 
so  widely  superior  to  the  overhead  bridges  plan  that  we  unhesitatingly  re- 
commend its  adoption.  Further  on  we  will  touch  on  the  mode  of  con- 
struction which  we  think  the  most  desirable. 

WATER  FRONT  RESERVE. 

We  deem  it  to  be  absolutely  essential  to  the  well-being  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  City  and  the  railways  that  there  should  be  ample  room  on  the 
Esplanade  for  tne  handling  ot  freight,  but  we  also  believe  that  all  needed 
accommodation  can  be  afforded  without  giving  up  the  entire  harbor  front 
to  railway  uses. 

West  of  Simcoe  Street  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  own  large 
grounds,  occupied  by  numerous  tracks,  with  freight  shed  and  other  build- 
ings. In  the  plan  now  under  consideration  it  is  not  even  suggested  to 
meddle  with  any  of  these.  From  Bathurst  Street  to  Simcoe  Street  all 
Grand  Trunk  property  would,  in  so  far  as  the  City's  intentions  are  con- 
cerned, be  left  undisturbed. 

At  the  Don  the  same  Company  hold  large  land  possessions  with  which,  or 
the  structures  thereupon,  the  viaduct  would  not  interfere.  In  respect  of 
freighting  conveniences,  then,  ar,  either  end,  the  contemplated  new  works 
would  leave  the  Grand  Trunk  just  about  where  it  is  to-day,  save  that  in 
the  mode  of  transfer  of  freight  from  west  to  east  and  vice  versa,  some 
change  would  require  to  be  made.  This  latter  point  will  be  found  enlarged 
upon  in  Mr.  Cunningham's  report. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  a  new-comer  in  Toronto,  and  can  hardly 
yet  be  said  to  be  domiciled  on  the  Esplanade.  Any  disturbance,  there- 
fore, created  by  the  changes  the  City  has  in  view  will  be  derangement  of 
plan  rather  than  of  fixtures,  and  differences  between  the  parties  ought 
surely  to  be  susceptible  of  being  accommodated  without  any  extraordinary 
degree  of  friction. 

At  the  Don  the  Company  has  acquired  land  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of 
whatever  business  they  may  build  up  in  that  quarter.  This  land  will  not 
be  impinged  upon  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  viaduct  scheme. 

In  the  west  they  have,  by  lease  or  purchase,  or  both,  acquired,  or  set  about 
acquiring,  many  water  lots  from  John  Street  to  York  Street.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  company  may  succeed  in  securing  the  whole  of  that  frontage, 
giving  them  a  length  of  about  1,650  feet  along  the  water  and  securing  to 
them  space  enough  for  a  commodious  freight  yard  for  west  end  business. 
Access  to  it  from  the  City  will  be  found  provided  for  on  the  plan  of  Esplan- 
ade improvements  accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Assistant  City  Engineer. 


18 


It  is  also  proposed  to  lay  two  tracks  on  Esplanade  level,  alongside  and  to 
the  south  of  the  viaduct,  from  the  Don,  where  they  would  connect  with 
the  Grand  Trunk  and  with  the  Pacific  lines,  as  far  west  as  Church  Street. 
These  tracks  to  be  for  the  accommodation  of  that  class  of  railway  business 
which  (legitimatized  by  usage)  is  now  carried  on  upon  that  portion  of  the 
Esplanade,  the  cars  being  loaded  or  unloaded  oy  shippers  or  receivers  of 
freight  to  suit  their  own  time  and  convenience. 

From  the  above  it  may  be  gathered  that,  from  the  west,  no  tracks  on 
Esplanade  le\el  would  reach  further  east  than  York  Street,  or  from  the 
east  no  further  west  than  Church  Street.  That  is  exactly  what  is  designed 
and  that  all  through  connection  be  made  over  the  elevated  lines  on  the 
viaduct. 

The  space  between  York  Street  and  Church  Street  would  then  form  what 
we  have  termed  the  u  Water  Front  Reserve,"  wholly  freed  from  railway 
tracks  and  approachable  on  the  land  side  without  let  or  hindrance  by  four 
of  the  leading  streets  of  the  City.  This  reserve  would  measure  some  2,460 
feet  along  the  bay  with  an  average  depth,  or  width,  of  about  740  feet ;  com- 
prising an  area  of  some  42  acres.  In  this  calculation  the  "New  Windmill 
Line  "  is  taken  as  the  front  of  the  enclosure. 

The  question  of  what  to  do  with  this  fine  piece  of  public  property  will  be 
for  the  City  to  decide.  Of  its  great  value  to  the  citizens  generally  there 
can  be.  no  doubt  to  all,  whether  looked  at  from  the  practical  and  useful  or 
from  the  pleasure  and  ornamental  stand  point.  In  the  season  of  open 
water  it  would  be  one  of  the  "  lungs  cf  the  City."  The  port  for  steamers, 
yachts,  pleasure  boats  and  the  Park  and  Island  ferries,  and  wTould  afford 
free,  safe  and  pleasant  access  to  Toronto's  noble  Bay  the  year  round. 

UNION  PASSENGER  STATION. 

The  proper  site  for  this,  it  may  in  fact  be  said  the  one  available  site  in  con- 
nection with  the  elevating  of  the  railway  tracks,  is  the  block  of  land  where 
stand  the  old  Parliament  Buildings — now  soon  to  be  abandoned.  The 
block  extends  from  John  Street  to  Simcoe  Street,  940  feet,  and  has  a  depth, 
Front  Street  to  Wellington  Street,  of  440  feet.  For  station  uses  it  would 
be  necessary  to  acquire  the  whole  Front  Street  front  by  about  one  half  the 
depth  of  the  property.  The  station  building,  looking  to  the  now  assured 
growth  of  Toronto,  should  be  750  feet  long  by  150  feet  wide,  and,  not  count- 
ing the  price  of  the  land,  could  be  built  for  about  $509,000  in  a  style  of 
architecture  to  be  an  ornament  to  the  City,  and,  in  plan,  to  secure  every 
possible  convenience  to  the  railways  and  the  public.  The  plan  of 
Esplanade  improvements  and  Mr  Cunningham's  Report  will  show  and 
explain  the  position  and  track  arrangement  of  the  proposed  station  house 
and  surroundings,  and  the  changes  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  adjoining 
streets 

PLAN  OF  ELEVATED  RAILWAY  AND  VIADUCT. 

The  general  level  of  the  ground  along  where  the  station  would  be  is  about 
16  feet  above  Esplanade  level     The  west  approach  to  the  station  would 
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commence  on  Esplanade  level  near  Bathurst  Street,  and  from  there  slope 
upwards  on  a  sufficiently  easy  grade  Cin  railway  phraseology  "42  feet  per 
mile/')  reaching  the  higher  level  near  Windsor  Street.  The  construction 
of  this  incline  woiud  be  of  solid  earth  work  retained  between  walls  of 
masonry.  It  would  infringe  on  no  ground  now  in  railway  use  at  Esplanade 
level,  but  would  occupy  the  slope  and  "boulevard  "  south  of  Front  Street. 
It  would  be  wide  enough  for  four  lines  of  rail,  the  two  inner  (northerly) 
tracks  for  passenger  trains,  the  two  outer  ones  for  freight  service.  From 
the  point  near  Windsor  Street  the  passenger  tracks  would  curve  gently 
northward,  entering  the  st.ition  at  John  street.  The  freight  lines  would 
keep  straight  on,  passing  outside  the  station  building  along  what  is  now 
the  edge  of  the  Esplanade  slope,  where  they  would  be  kept  in  place  by  a 
retaining  wall.  A  little  to  the  east  of  the  station  the  four  lines  would 
again  come  into  companionship,  and  at  that  point  the  viaduct  proper 
would  begin,  whence  angling  across  the  present  Union  Station  lot  it  would 
reach  Esplanade  Street,  just  east  of  York  Street.  From  there  the  viaduct 
would  be  along  (over)  Esplanade  Street  all  the  way  to  Berkeley  Street  and 
then  into  Mill  Street.  At  Trinity  Street  the  eastern  slope  would  commence, 
and,  descending  at  the  same  late  of  gradient  as  the  western  one,  would 
touch  Esplanade  level  at  or  near  Beachell  Street — where  the  rails  would 
join  the  existing  ones  of  the  Grand  Trunk  and  those  still  to  be  laid  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

From  Bathurst  Street  to  Beachell  Street  the  whole  length  covered,  by  the 
proposed  work  is  13,765  feet=2^  miles. 

Of  which  the  viaduct  proper,  Simcoe  Street  to  Beachell  Street,  occupies 
8,920  feet=l1^y  miles. 

The  height  of  the  viaduct  to  be  such  as  to  give  15  feet  clear  headway  to 
every  street  except  Beachell  Street,  which,  of  necessity,  would  have  to  be 
left  "at  grade." 

PLAN  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 

In  debating  the  plan  or  system  of  construction  for  the  elevated  railway,  or 
viaduct,  we  carefully  weighed  the  respective  merits  of  (I)  The  steel 
trestle  work  system  ;  (2)  Solid  work  of  masonry  and  earth  ;  and  found  the 
advantages  both  in  point  of  structural  cost  and  future  maintenance  to  be 
so  largely  in  favor  of  the  latter  that  we  decided  to  recommend  its  adoption, 
and  accordingly  upon  that  plan  the  estimate  of  cost  has  been  based. 

With  the  height  of  viaduct  to  be  dealt  with  in  this  case  (about  18  feet), 
solid  work  will  be  cheaper  than  the  steel  work  by  fully  $700,000. 

In  respect  of  the  never-ending  item  of  "maintenance,"  the  saving  of  outlay 
would  be  so  enormously  on  the  side  of  the  solid  plan  as  almost  to  debar 
comparison  between  the  two  systems. 

The  steel  structure  would  all  require  looking  after  and  frequent  repairs 
The  item  of  painting  alone,  necessary  every  few  years,  would  amount  to  a 
startling  sum,  while  the  track  system,  not  resting  on  ballast,  would  quickly 
wear  out  and  therefore  be  constantly  in  need  of  mechanical  renewals. 
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The  solid  structure,  on  the  other  hand,  once  completed  would  call  for  no 
outlay  below  the  level  of  the  tie?.  It  would  he  permanent  and  enduring 
in  all  its  parts.  The  track  system  would  be  that  of  any  ordinary  railway, 
resting  on  earth  as  firm  as  the  natural  ground  and  requiring  no  more  than 
the  usual  per  mile  outlay  for  repairs  and  renewals.  The  bridges  would  of 
course  add  something  more  than  the  average  to  maintenance  account,  but 
not  enough  to  warrant  the  addition  being  made  a  special  item  in  the  half- 
yearly  statement  of  repairs. 

The  mode  of  construction  to  be  followed  is  as  follows  : 

Two  parallel  walls  of  heavy  masonry,  carried  up  to  a  height  of  about  18 
feet  above  Esplanade  surface,  retain  between  them  an  earthen  embank- 
ment. The  top  width  of  the  structure  from  out  to  out  of  wall-coping  to  be 
50  feet,  giving  ample  room  on  the  earthwork  for  lour  tracks.  The  street 
openings,  in  every  instance  of  the  full  width  of  66  feet,  to  be  crossed  by 
steel-plate  girders.  A  simpler  or  more  enduring  form  of  construction  for 
the  whole  work  could  not  well  be  devised. 

COST. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  whole  undertaking  is  placed  at   $2,977,000  00 

Of  which  for  lands  and  damages   1,277,000  00 

Leaving  for  construction   $1,700,000  00 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  sum  put  down  opposite  "  Lands  and  Damages  "  is 
any  more  than  an  approximation  to  what  the  expenditure  under  that 
heading  may  possibly  reach,  experience  having  taught  us  that  the  cost  of 
what  in  railway  works  is  included  under  the  general  designation  of  right-of- 
way  can  never  be  confidently  pronounced  upon  until  after  publication  of 
awards.  The  City  Surveyor  has  been  at  much  pains  in  furnishing  informa- 
tion as  to  lands  and  buildings  to  be  interfered  with  by  the  proposed 
structures,  together  with  their  assessed  valuations. 

Of  the  sum  allotted  to  construction,  we  are  confident  that  it  will  prove 
ample  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  in  the  most  substantial  and 
permanent  manner.  Details  of  the  amount  will  be  found  in  the  appendices 
to  Mr.  Cunningham's  Report. 

FINANCIAL  QUESTION. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  here  that,  as  the  matters  on  which  our  counsel  has 
been  asked  do  not  include  financial  arrangements,  it  was  our  intention  to 
confine  our  opinions  to  engineering  questions  only,  viz.,  Plans  and  Estimate 
of  Cost;  but  having  read  the  recently  published  Report  of  Mr.  A.  M. 
Wellington,  C.E.,  addressed  to  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  we  observe  that 
he  enters  pretty  freely  into  the  financial  question,  suggesting  certain 
arrangements  between  the  City  and  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Companies,  with  regard  to  which  we  would  just  say,  without 
venturing  an  opinion  as  to  how  far  these  suggestions  might  be  made 
applicable  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  of  improvement,  that  we  think 
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that  arrangements  of  the  kind  will  be  best  discussed  between  those  who 
have  the  care  and  direction  of  the  City's  finances  and  the  railway  com- 
panies interested. 

While  on  this  subject,  however,  we  desire  to  point  out  certain  matters 
connected  with  or  resulting  from  the  completing  of  the  project  under 
debate  which  strike  us  as  sure  to  effect  tangible  economies  to  the  com 
panies— as  well  in  the  outlay  of  capital  as  in  working  expenses. 

They,  the  companies,  would  be  relieved  of  the  cost  of  bridging  some  of  the 
streets  and  of  maintaining  gates  and  guards  at  all  other  remaining  level 
crossings. 

The  construction  of  a  new  Union  Siation  would  release  from  passenger  uses 
the  now  existing  station,  occupied  jointly  by  the  two  companies,  and,  with- 
out disturbance  of  the  rails  leading  to  it  from  the  west,  leave  it  available 
ior  other  purposes. 

The  risk  of  casualties  due  to  streets  crossing  the  rails  at  grade  is  constantly 
increasing  in  Toronto  with  the  increase  of  population  and  traffic.  Immunity 
from  that  class  of  accidents,  and  consequent  expense,  would  be  assured  by 
the  construction  of  the  viaduct,  and  would  effect  a  sure  saving  of  money  to 
the  railway  corporations,  while  at  the  same  time  bringing  with  it  a  relieving 
sense  of  security  to  them  and  to  the  public. 

Concurrently  with  the  doing  away  with  the  evil  of  level  crossings  would 
come  the  advantage  to  the  Companies  of  being  able  to  run  through  trains 
uninterruptedly  and  at  speed  from  end  to  end  of  the  Esplanade,  instead  of, 
as  now,  creeping  cautiously  along  with  a  danger  point  in  sight  at  every 
street.  The  money-gain  in  this  change  in  the  movement  of  trains,  and  it 
would  apply  upon  all  trains,  would  form  no  contemptible  item  in  reduction 
of  working  expenses. 

Besides  those  pointed  out  above,  other  material  advantages  to  both  railway 
companies  will  doubtless  develop  as  the  plan  of  improvement  recommended 
comes  to  be  considered  and  discussed  in  fuller  detail. 

The  City,  too,  would  find  some  valuable  assets  at  its  account  tending  to 
reduce  the  estimated  cost  of  the  projected  undertaking.  In  the  amount 
herein  above  set  down  for  lands  and  damages  is  included  the  purchase  of 
the  whole  block  occupied  by  the  Parliament  Buildings,  on  the  assumption 
that  the  Government  may  not  be  willing  to  dispose  of  it  except  en  bloc. 
The  whole  would  not  be  needed  for  station  and  street  uses,  so  that  about 
half  of  the  property,  with  the  entire  Wellington  Street  front,  would  be 
available  for  sale  in  valuable  building  lots. 

The  re-possession  of  certain  properties  now  owned  by  one  of  the  railway 
companies,  and  payment  for  which  is  included  in  our  estimate,  will  form 
another  considerable  asset  for  the  City. 
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TORONTO  BEYOND  THE  DON. 

Our  instructions  do  not  seem  to  contemplate  our  dealing  with  the  elevated 
railway  question  beyond  Esplanade  limits  eastward,  but  noting  that  Mr. 
Wellington,  in  the  Report  to  which  we  have  above  alluded,  suggests  carry- 
ing his  high  level  line  over  the  Don  by  means  of  a  drawbridge,  and  there- 
fore extending  it  some  distance  east  of  the  river,  we  wish  to  say  that  we 
do  not  consider  any  such  extension  either  necessary  or  desirable  at  the 
present  time.  The  difficulties,  financial  and  other,  to  he  encountered  in 
maturing  the  scheme  recommended  by  us  will  be  found  quite  enough  to 
tax  the  ability  of  the  City  financiers  without  the  introduction  of  what  we 
will  call  the  discordant  draw-bridge  element  with  its  attendant  expenses- 
When  at  a  future  day  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  extend  the  viaduct 
system  over  the  Don  there  will  be  no  difficulties  to  overcome  except  the 
inevitable  financial  one  and  the  controversy  certain  to  grow  out  of  wanti'g 
to  cross  the  river  by  draw-bridge. 

OUTLYING  STATION  GROUNDS,  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

Of  these  there  are  three  :  West  Toronto  Junction,  44  acres  ;  North  Toronto, 
20  acres  5  Park  dale,  1 1  acres. 

These  lands  will,  we  believe,  all  be  wanted  and  come  in  usefully  for  railway 
purposes  and  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  public.  The  line  to  the 
north  may  be  said  to  give  the  City  a  second  front.  It  has  already  greatly 
stimulated  growth  in  that  direction,  and  will  of  course  require  enlarged 
station  accommodation,  with  room  ior  workshops,  &c,  as  the  growth 
advances,  but  we  fail  to  see  what  bearing  the  possession  of  these  properties 
by  the  Pacific  Railway  Company  can  possibly  have  on  the  Esplanade 
question,  so  obviously  is  it  in  the  City's  interests  that  every  reasonable 
facility  for  freighting  on  the  water  front  should  be  allowed  to  all  railways. 

THE  DON. 

The  works  known  as  the  Don  Improvements  Act,"  49  Victoria,  cap.  66. 
'I  he  Act  provides  that  a  space  of  125  feet  be  reserved  on  the  western  bank 
oi  the  stream  for  the  use  of  a  street  and  railway  tracks — but  the  latter  to 
be  not  for  the  exclusive  use  of  any  one  road  The  space  is  quite  sufficient 
for  laying  down  four  lines  of  rail  with  a  street  or  waggon  road  alongside. 
Four  tracKs  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  all  railway  uses  at  this  place  and  the 
manner  of  using  them  should  be  a  matter  of  mutual  arrangement  or  agree- 
ment between  the  City  and  the  several  railway  companies, 

The  improvement  of  the  River  Don  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  great  benefit  to 
the  City  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  The  straightening  and  widening 
of  its  originally  narrow  and  tortuous  channel,  and  the  increasing  of  its 
depth,  give  more  freedom  to  the  cur>ent,  while  the  reclaiming  by  means 
of  the  dredged  material  of  a  large  area  of  low  and  swampy  land  furnishes 
valuable  sites  for  the  erection  of  buildings  for  warehouses,  factories  and 
other  business  purposes,  and  should  tend  to  largely  recoup  the  ouilay 
incurred. 


CONCLUSION. 

It  will  be  seen  from  what  we  have  written  that  in  general  design  the  plan, 
the  adoption  of  which  we  advise  is  similar  to  that  recommended  by  Mr. 
Wellington,  the  elevating  of  the  railways,  the  reserving  of  a  portion  of  the 
water  front  from  railway  intrusion  and  the  placing  of  the  passenger  station 
being  features  common  to  his  Report  and  ours,  though  in  details  we  are  on 
most  points  far  apart.  For  the  ever-increasing  risk  to  life  and  detriment  to 
property  consequent  on  City  and  railway  traffic  being  carried  on  upon  the 
same  plane  in  a  net-work  of  rails  there  is  but  one  effectual  remedy  possible 
— the  lifting  of  the  tracks  high  above  Esplanade  level.  The  cost  of  the 
undertaking  will  undoubtedly  be  a  serious  obligation  for  the  City  to 
face,  but  after  all  not  so  v^ry  much  more  serious  for  the  Toronto 
of  to-day  than  was  the  construction  of  the  existing  Esplanade  and  the 
liberal  aid  given  to  railways  by  the  Toronto  of  five  and  thirty  years 
ago.  The  present  condition  of  things  upon  the  City  front  cannot  be  per. 
mitted  to  continue,  and  the  remedy  to  be  applied  should  be  complete  and 
thorough,  leaving  nothing  to  be  done  or  undone,  at  enormously  increased 
expense,  half  a  generation  hence.  Toronto,  we  believe,  will  quickly  "grow 
up  "  to  the  proposed  improvement,  great  as  the  undertaking  may  now 
seem — the  improvement  itself  tending  to  make  the  cost  less  burdensome 
from  year  to  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  S.  Gzowski. 
W.  Shanly. 


